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A Little Corona Library History”
Corona became a city in1886. Within a few years there was a “Reading Room” on
the second floor of a bank located on the north/west corner of Sixth & Main Streets
staffed by volunteers from the local
Women’s Improvement Club.

The city received a Carnegie Grant
in the early 1900’s to build a
Carnegie Library at the corner of 8th
and Main which opened in 1905.
The Carnegie served as the city
library until 1971 when a growing
population caused the city to build
and move into it’s second library
located on the south/west corner of
Sixth and Main. The Carnegie
building sat empty until 1978 when
it was razed by the city.
By the late 1980’s a rapidly growing Corona had outgrown this second library. When
city officials were reluctant to enlarge the present
library or build a new one a citizen’s committee wrote
and got passed a general obligation bond issue for a
new library on the 8th & Main site. The resulting
beautiful and spacious building is Corona’s Library
today.
Note: pictures of all three libraries are located on the
south wall as you enter the front entrance of the
Library
Tacy Bensiek BookShop Operations Committee".
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Legacy Bricks
Dear Friends,
Earlier this year a call went out asking for
donations to support the purchase of a
Legacy Path Brick to honor Laverne
Davis, the “Woman on the Bench,” a
homeless woman brutally murdered last
fall. Laverne gave her spare change to
the Adopt-A-Book fund whenever
possible. The Friends and the community
were so generous in their giving, over $800 including matching funds, to
allow us to purchase a brick in her memory and make a significant
contribution to Adopt-A-Book. Thank you to all who made a contribution
and helped us honor the memory of a true Friend to the Corona Public
Library.
With Deep Gratitude,
Kathy Wright
President, Friends of the Corona Public Library

Be part of Corona Public Library and
support the Friends of the Library by
buying a brick on the Library's Legacy
Path in front of the Library. Dedicate a
brick to family or friends to celebrate a
graduation, birth, anniversary or other
milestone.

Single 4x4" bricks are $125
Double 8x8" bricks are $250
Deadline is Friday, May 19th for the July,
2017 installation. The forms are available
at the Library.
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Friends of the Library Bookshop
Meet BookShop volunteer Dorie Stacey
as she receives the first "Stepping Up Award" given by
the BookShop Operations Committee".
Dorie suggested that the BookShop start to place ads
for upcoming sales events in the local newspaper's
Community Calendar and then with the Committee’s
approval she has stepped up and is doing it.
Congratulations Dorie!
The Stepping up award” is given to a volunteer that
goes above and beyond their regular duties by making
a great suggestion and then follows through with their
great idea.. The winner receives a gift certificate to the
bookshop.

Hospitality Chair: Carmen Loera

Carmen has lived in Corona almost 15 years since moving to
Corona in September 1998. She is single, and attended
California State University, Los Angeles. Currently she works in
business management for TM Cobb Co., in Riverside.
She began volunteering for the Corona Public Library after
visiting the Library and the BookShop. She currently is
chairperson for the Hospitality Committee, setting up and
providing refreshments for various Friend’s events, including
manning the popcorn machine at Book-a-Palooza, a Library
event for which she shares responsibility. She has also been
Board Secretary and is responsible for the magazine section in
the BookShop. In the past, she also volunteered for a ministry
group at St. Edwards Church for three years.
Carmen states she loves books and reads a lot, she also loves
cooking, traveling, gardening and music, and she is bilingual.
Carmen says, “I like knowing what’s going on with the Library, the
Friends, the Foundation, the Trustees, the BookShop and the
City of Corona. I like to be part of the events that the Library and
the Friends sponsor and support. I like to be more involved that
just a volunteer or member. I get to meet lots of interesting
people.
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A LITTLE FRIENDS’ HISTORY
The Friends of the Corona Public
Library was formed in Sept of
1964. Tacy Bensiek was one of
the founding members as a
Constitution committee, and
Temporary Secretary. They met
at the Security First National
Bank Community Meeting Room,
with 25 people in attendance.
In Oct 1964, they had $223.00 in
their Library Book Fund.
Membership was $1.00, $2.00 for
families and $.25 for students.
In April 1966 the proposed
budget was $70.00
In the early 1970’s the Friends
primary fundraising were done
with a yearly book sale, making between $2000.00 and $2500.00 in the parking lot.
In the 80’s the book sales, now held inside the library made $3000.00 to $3500.00
annually.
Jumping ahead to 2013-2014…… just in internet book sales were $20,000.00!
And NOW, with all the donated books, records CD’s, DVD’s , our income is well over
$100,000.00.
We want to thank all the volunteers that help out in the various areas…it couldn’t be
done with all your help…and we thank you all.
Thanks to Tacy for lending her notes for this article.
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On Friday, January 27th Foundation President Terri Jaggers and Secretary/Treasurer Len Enlow
signed over the majority of the Foundation monies to the Friends of the Corona Public Library
President Kathy Wright and Treasurer Jan Armijo, as one of the last parts of the dissolution of the
Foundation, known as the Corona Literary Society. This process was officially recognized by the
California Attorney General’s Office in December 2016 culminating several months of discussions, work with the City Attorney’s Office, talks with the Friends, organizing paperwork, and planning how to make this merger as successful and seamless as possible.
The majority of the transferred funds will go to support the acquisition of a mobile book van to be
taken to outreach activities and to promote the Corona Library and its programs around all areas
of our community. Remaining funds will join with the Friends to support literacy efforts, staff appreciation, and miscellaneous needs of our library.
The decision to dissolve the Foundation was a difficult one, but the trend in libraries across the
nation is to merge these two groups, Foundation and Friends, to better meet the needs of the local library. The Friends of the Corona Public Library, in operation for nearly fifty-three years has
welcomed members of the Foundation Board and have agreed that the good work that has been
done by the Foundation will be continued under the Friends.
Legacy Path bricks will continue to be sold to recognize individuals and commemorate special
occasions. The Annual Ladders and Linguine Dinner and Fundraiser will still be held, but not until 2018. This special event raises money for literacy programs and efforts in the library and is a
wonderful partnership with the Corona Fire Departments.
Please visit the Friends of the Corona Public Library website
(friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com) to see what is happening with the Friends and how you
might become involved in supporting the library and its programs. We are lucky to have such a
unique and engaging library within our community. If you helped to support the Foundation
through participation in the purchasing of Legacy Path bricks, attending fundraisers, or making
donations to the endowments, we sincerely thank you! It is our hope you still will want to be a
part of it all – now under the umbrella of the Friends of the Corona Public Library!
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Membership Dues
$10 Student for One Year

$15 Individual for One Year
$30 Individual for Three Years
$25 Family for One Year
$60 Family for Three Years
$60 Organization/Business
$60 Patron

$250 Lifetime Membership,
Includes individuals and couples.
For more information check at the
Sales Desk in the BookShop or
the Friends’ website at
www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com
/

Friends of the Library Board
President: Kathy Wright

Members-At-Large:

Vice-President: Mary Brownlow

Deanna Maxell, Newsletter Editor

Secretary: Susie Rawson

Amy Tapule, Membership, Adopt-a-Book

Treasurer: Jan Armijo

Robin Hoklotube, Author Programs
Terri Jaggers, Library Foundation
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