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The Friends of the Corona Public Library are excited to announce that the 4th Annual 
Historical Fiction Brunch will be held on Saturday, April 25 at 10 am at the Corona 
Public Library. Once again we have an all-star line-up of authors and we are proud to have 
NYT Best-selling author Susan Meissner returning as our moderator.   Last year tickets sold 
out 5 weeks in advance so do not delay in purchasing yours.  This is the perfect book club 
outing too! Price is $30 and $20 for current Friends of the Library members.  Tickets on sale in 
the BookShop beginning March 1 and online at: /www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/ 

Our 2020 authors: 

Karen White: 

Karen White is the New York Times bestselling author of more than twenty novels, including 
the Tradd Street series, Dreams of Falling, and more. She is the coauthor of The Glass Ocean 
and The Forgotten Room.  She grew up in London but now lives with her husband near 
Atlanta, Georgia.  “All the Ways We Said Goodbye” is her newest book written with “Team 
W” .  It is a glorious historical adventure that moves from the dark days of two World Wars to 
the turbulent years of the 1960s, in which three women with bruised hearts find refuge at 
Paris’ legendary Ritz hotel. 
 

Kristin Harmel: 

Kristin Harmel is a #1 international bestselling novelist whose books have been translated into 
numerous languages and are sold all over the world. A former reporter for PEOPLE 
magazine, Kristin has also freelanced for many other publications, including American Baby, 
Men’s Health, Glamour, Woman’s Day, Travel + Leisure, and more. Her latest novel, The 
Winemaker’s Wife, a World War II tale of love, family, and betrayal set in the rolling vineyards 
of Champagne, France, is out now from Gallery Books/Simon & Schuster. Her previous 
novels, The Room on Rue Amelie, The Sweetness of Forgetting, The Life Intended, and 
When We Meet Again–all international bestsellers–are also available wherever books are 
sold. 

Linnea Hartsuyker: 

When Linnea was in her teens, her family embarked on a project to trace their ancestry and 
identify living relatives. Through church records in Sweden and Norway, they found that 
Harald Fairhair (Harfagr), the first king of Norway is one of their ancestors. Those explorations 
gave Linnea the seeds of her first first novel, The Half-Drowned King, and the subsequent 
books in the trilogy. The Golden Wolf Saga (HarperCollins) is a trilogy of novels about the rise 
of the first king of Norway in the Viking Age of Exploration.  
 

Elizabeth Cobbs  

Elizabeth is a prize-winning historian, novelist, and filmmaker. She is the author of eight 
books, including The Hello Girls: America’ First Women Soldiers from Harvard Press and the 
New York Times’ bestseller, The Hamilton Affair. Her most recent novel is The Tubman 
Command, bringing to life the Civil War service of Harriet Tubman. Cobbs has won four 
literary prizes, and written for the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, and 
Reuters. She previously served on the State Department’s Historical Advisory Committee and 
the jury for the Pulitzer Prize. Elizabeth holds the Glasscock Chair at Texas A&M and is a 
Senior Fellow at Stanford’s Hoover Institution. 

 

http://www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/
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Dear Friends, 

 

2020 is off to a great start!!  On Thursday, February 6th the Friends of the Corona Public 
Library was recognized as the Corona Chamber of Commerce Non-Profit of the Year!!  
Members of the Friends Board and BookShop Operations Committee attended and 
received the award on behalf of all our Friends.  Don Williamson, the newly sworn in 
Chair introduced us and had wonderful things to say about the importance of the library 
and all that the Friends do to support our library.  We were honored at the recognition.  
Stop by the BookShop to see the awards given to us that evening!  It was a wonderful 
honor and a great way to start 2020!! 

 

Next week is our 3rd Annual Ladders and Linguine Dinner and Fundraiser, which we are 
excited to say, is “Sold Out!” again this year.  We thank the Friends who generously 
donated items for the raffle baskets, silent auction and/or purchased seats for the 
dinner.  This is truly a highlight of the year – what could be better than being served 
dinner by our Corona Fire Department?  This year all proceeds from this event will go 
towards the renovation of the children’s room. 

 

April will bring showers, I hope!!  It will also be National Library Appreciation Week and 
we will kick off our spring music series.  These free concerts have been very well 
attended and enjoyed in the past.  Look for more information on these concerts as we 
get closer to April.  We will also have our Annual Historical Fiction Brunch with a panel 
of outstanding authors. 

 

There is a lot to look forward to during this first half of 2020!  We continue to be grateful 
to our Friends for their support of our BookShop and special events!  You are what 
make us so successful! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathy Wright 

President, Friends of the Corona Public Library 
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The 2019-2020 ELR (Executive Leadership Roundtable) group is thrilled to announce the 
selection of their community service project! Each year, ELR participants are required to find a 
program, project or charity to work together and assist. The group has selected a project that not 
only benefits the greater Corona community, but the entire Southwest Region. The project 
description has many components, all taking place on base at the Bob Hope USO March Air 
Force Base Deployment Center.  
 

One of these elements is a library.  Gabbi Cao presented this project to the Friends 
Board in February to request support in developing this library, which would be 
utilized by families who come through the base.  By donating books, the Friends of 
the Library have the opportunity to be a part of this renovation and support family 
literacy and bonding in the process.   
 
The USO strengthens America’s military service members by keeping them connected to family, 
home, and country throughout their service to the nation. The Bob Hope USO at March ARB 
Joint Regional Deployment Center opened in March 2018. Each year, 60,000 to 90,000 individual 
troops transit as units deploy, redeploy and travel for training rotations at Twentynine Palms, Fort 
Irwin and elsewhere in the region. 
 
Together with dozens of volunteers, Bob Hope 
USO serves snacks (mostly PB&J) and 
refreshments to those waiting several hours before 
they deploy with a sendoff from our dedicated 
volunteers. It was at March Field where Bob Hope 
first performed for the troops in 1941, and they are 
delighted to continue to serve today. 
 
The service project (which must be completed 
before the ELR program concludes in June 2020) 
will allow the expansion of service to include more hot food options made possible with a full 
upgraded kitchen facility. If that was all the ELR participants agreed to, that would have been 
enough! The group will also be funding the much-needed connectivity through newly installed Wi-
Fi, as well as open an office that will allow for recruiting, training and bringing on new volunteers 
to help us execute the mission. 
 
“Basically, we all agreed that we want to help provide more than a PB& J sandwich,” shares 
Navy Federal Credit Union’s Natasha Johnson (Chair of the ELR Community Project 2019-2020). 
“If you agree with that, we would love for your support in helping to raise awareness and support 
for this exciting service project. More information can be found at www.GiveBigCorona.com, or 
you can send your tax deductible contribution to the Corona Chamber Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
charitable non-profit (Tax ID No. 33-0517358). The mailing address is 904 E. 6th Street, Corona, 
CA 92879. In the memo of your checks, please put: ELR – 2020.”  If you feel so moved, please 
consider donating to this cause as well.   
 
On behalf of the very enthusiastic 2019-2020 ELR Leaders, thank YOU! 
 

http://www.GiveBigCorona.com,
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Winner of the Friends' gift/raffle basket at the Corona Chamber of 

Commerce “Good Morning Corona” event. 

Looking for a Unique Valentine Gift? 
 

Look no further than Adopt-A-Book!  What better gift for 
your special valentine than a donation to Adopt-A-Book.  The 
Friends will match your donation --  $10 becomes $20, $25 
become $50!!  The donations to Adopt-A-Book are given to the 
library to purchase books for their shelves.  You may select 
the genre you want to support or leave it to the library staff 
to make the selection.  Putting books in the hands of our 
patrons for years to come is the best gift! 
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.  From the Membership Corner 

Hello from the Friends of the Library Membership.  
We have some fabulous news to tell you!!!  

 
We had winners from our “National Friends of the Library Week" back in 
October 2019!! 
 
Congratulations go out to the following: 
 

Winners from the “Guessing the Correct Answer” game answered the 
question  "How many Library items checked out?" 
 

Magdalena A. 
Shreya B. 

 

Winner for Bookmark contest. These patrons got to enjoy our Makers Space with 
our talented Martin Villegas. 
 

Connie V. 
 
During that week we also had a drawing for anyone who joined the Friends of The 

Library and the Winner from that drawing was Teri N. She won a $25.00 Amazon 
card! 
 
Each winner received a "Read" mug or a "Friends’" mug with goodies inside. Goodies 
included: Candies, book light, gift coupon towards the bookshop, tea, apple cider, hot 
chocolate with all the fixings. Everything a person needs to cozy up for a good read. 
And of course, the $25.00 Amazon gift card! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The week turned out to be a lot of fun and exciting events. Can't wait to have the next 
one! 
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Membership Corner cont...  

For a limited time: 

There is still time to become a member of the Friends of Corona 

Public Library. If you join now you will receive a whooping extra four 

(4) months bonus membership.  

Friends’ membership entitles you to 50% off of selected used books, 

on the first Saturday of the month and 10% off books any other time of 

purchase, and discounts on ticketed events. Your membership also 

helps support programs throughout the library such as Children's 

programs, summer concerts, the famous MakerSpace, 

and even signage, such as the scrolling marquee out in 

front of the library, and don’t forget Nemo and his 

friends in the beautiful aquarium.  

This year the Friends are raising money to remodel and update  the 

Children's Room.  As you can see, becoming a Friends’ member will 

be a well-spent $15.00 for a year.  

You can become a member by dropping in to the Book Shop or 

visiting online at   FriendsoftheCoronaPublicLibrary.com   

 

Welcome to our new Friends members: John R., 

Kay M., Ken O., and Lucia R.       

http://friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/
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On Thursday, February 6, the Friends of the Corona 
Public Library were honored as the Non-Profit of the 
Year at the 2020 Installation and Awards presented 
by the Corona Chamber of Commerce. The lovely 
evening banquet was held at Eagle Glen Golf 
Course.  We are thrilled and honored to receive this 
recognition for serving and supporting the Corona 
Public Library.  



Winter, 2020 page  9 

Friends of the Library Board 

President: Kathy Wright 

Vice-President: Terri Jaggers 

Secretary: Susie Rawson 

Treasurer: Gretchen Doughty 

 

Members-At-Large: 

Deanna Maxell, ENewsletter Editor 

       Dottie Laird, Assistant to the Editor. 

Jan Armijo, Adopt-a-Book, Bookshop Liaison 

Robin Hoklotubbe, Author events, Publicity 

Terri Jaggers, Fundraising       

Jacqueline Young and Beverly Smallwood, 

Membership 

A HUGE thank you to the Stockers for doing such a great job bringing up the books 
to stock the shelves and the stockroom, as well as managing a way to get the 
donation bin down to the "dungeon" without the aide of an elevator.  They have been 
using the driveway ramp and filling carts at one end of the garage steps and loading 
them in cars.  Some of the brave ones will bring a light box up the stairs and let me 
tell you that this is not easy. To top it off,  it was time to pull the yellow dots so that 
was an extra job!  The guys have been taking on more work too. John fixed our 
brown box feature bin in front of the desk because that broke. Russ has been taking 
out the trash bins and helping bringing up stock and Lynda has been stocking the 
shelves. This is besides all the regular hard-working stockers that we have. 
Everyone is pitching in, in one way or another.  We have the BEST BookShop 
volunteers!!  

Jacqueline Young 


