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Annual Awards Nominations 

The Golden Globes, Oscars and the Country Music Awards are all behind us for 2021.  Now we have a chance 
to nominate the Friends of the Corona Public Library volunteers for the various awards we hand out to our 
members each year at the Annual Meeting. 

 Friend of the Year – is a once in a lifetime honor, awarded to the Friend who has made a significant 
contribution to the Friends through hours volunteered and tasks accomplished.  Names of previous Friends of 
the Year are on the wall just inside the library. 

 Sunshine Award – is given to the person(s) who brightens the BookShop through their efforts to make 
the BookShop a positive place to visit and do business (shop). 

 Top Shelf Award – is for the volunteer who has gone that extra step to make things happen for the 
BookShop and the Friends. 

If you have someone you would like to nominate please send their name (no later than July 7th) to the Friends 
by emailing any of the following committee members – 

•Kathy Wright, President – allwright91552@gmail.com 

•Laura Seltzer, Recognition Committee – seltzers@verizon.net 

•Jan Armijo, BookShop Operations  - armijo7@sbcglobal.net 

 

Awards will be presented at the Annual Meeting to be held on August 19th at Mountain Gate Park. 

What better theme is there for celebrating our Friends and what we have accomplished 
during the past two years!  Each year the Friends holds its Annual Meeting to share with 
our members information on what the group has accomplished and the 
plans for the upcoming year.  Members have a chance to see the 
projected budget and vote for its approval.  It is also a time to celebrate 
our special volunteers who have gone “above and beyond” through our 
annual awards.  The Annual Meeting is a chance to get together and 
learn what has been done for the library and how we have supported it. 

This year will be no different.  Please mark your calendars for Thursday, 
August 19th, at 5:30 p.m. and join us at Mountain Gate Park under the 
gazebo shelter for a picnic dinner, Annual Meeting, and a chance to explore the new 
Story Walk, partially funded by the Friends. 

  Please RSVP by calling the Friends Office (951-279-6604) or email the Friends at 
donate@friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com no later than August 12th.  You must be a 
Friend with a current membership to attend. 

We look forward to seeing you in person and social distancing, and other requirements 
as required by the county and city will be in place.  Your safety continues to be our top 
priority. 

mailto:allwright91552@gmail.com


Dear Friends, 

 

Summer is not officially here, but the temperature is rising, school is ending, and thoughts head 
towards vacation time!   After over 15 months of quarantine, masks, socially distancing, pivoting, 
vaccinations, and worry, it looks like we are arriving at the other side of the Covid – 19 pandemic.  As 
of June 15th, more things will open up and we will slowly emerge.  My hope has been that we all 
learned some life lessons from this dark period in our history – the importance of relationships, how a 
kind word truly can make someone’s day and ease the load they are carrying, trust the science, and 
follow the rules if not for yourself for others.  It is so easy to get caught up in the busyness of life – let’s 
hope we take a moment and enjoy friends, family, nature…. whatever brings a smile to your face and 
gives you joy. 

 

The Friends of the Corona Public Library have continued to support the library, their programs and 
needs throughout the pandemic.  Our wonderful volunteers eagerly readied the BookShop for 
customers.  Our Internet duo, Lynda Scott and Russ Marshall, continued to sell books online bringing 
in a steady income for the Friends.  Jan Armijo continued to coordinate BookShop people and the 
stocking efforts.  Ingrid Wicken combed through the massive donations provided by our community to 
find the gems for sale in our BookShop and online.  Jacqueline Young found volunteers to sell books 
and supervise the number of people in our store.  Our wonderful customers never forgot about the 
BookShop and continued to come in and buy books supporting the Friends.  The Friends Board looked 
for ways to generate income, provide service to the community and plan for the day life would be back 
to normal.  In spite of the slower pace brought about by the quarantine, Friends were busy. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Concerts in the Park, at the library, and around our community.  
Enjoy your summer no matter how you will be spending it this year! 

 

Fondly, 

 

Kathy Wright 

President, Friends of the Corona Public Library 
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Save the date 
Free author event in support of the "Wall 
That Heals" On Saturday, October 9 at 1 pm 
at the Corona Public Library 
The Wall That Heals, a three-quarter scale 
replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial along 
with a mobile Education Center, is coming to our 
city on October 7 - 10, 2021 and will be open 24 
hours a day and free to the public.  The Wall 
That Heals honors the more than three million 
Americans who served in the U.S. Armed forces 
in the Vietnam War and it bears the names of 
the 58,279 men and women who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam. Corona is the only 
stop in California for the 2021 National 
Tour!  More info from the city will be forthcoming. 

In support of this event, the Friends of the 
Corona Public Library will be hosting a FREE 
author panel featuring authors who wrote on the 
Vietnam experience.  We will feature Lew 
Jennings, a retired Army Officer, former airline 
pilot and business executive who flew 726 Air 
Cavalry Cobra helicopter gunship combat 
missions in Vietnam, receiving over 50 combat 
decorations including three Distinguished Flying 
Crosses for Valor and 36 Air Medals.  Joining 
him will be NYT Best-Selling author Tatjana 
Soli.  “Set amid the twin infernos of Cambodia 
and Vietnam in the early 1970’s, The Lotus 
Eaters draws the reader into a haunting world 
of war, betrayal, courage, obsession, and 
love. Tatjana Soli’s spare, lucid prose infuses 
this novel with a dramatic clarity that makes us 
eyewitnesses to the collapse of two 
civilizations.  More than that, The Lotus 
Eaters helps us to see and hear and feel the 
terrible human costs of that conflagration.”-Tim 
O'Brien, National Book Award-Winning Author of 
"The Things They Carried". Rounding out our 
panel is Mabel Ngo, who wrote a book about her 
father-in-law Van and his escape from Vietnam 
with his family during the aftermath of the 
Vietnam War. This is a free event and plan to 
arrive early as space is limited.  Their books will 
be available for purchase and signing. 
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4th Annual Historical Fiction Brunch 
Save the date for our popular Historical Fiction Author Brunch, Saturday, November 6th beginning at 

10 am in our FAM room.  Tickets will go on sale online in September and will also be sold in our 

BookShop.  We have an incredible line-up of best-selling authors so don't delay in purchasing your 

ticket(s) as we expect this to sell out! 



Love Your Library Week 
 

April was designated as “Love Your 
Library Week” with Staff Appreciation Day 
on Tuesday of that week.  What fun it is to 
officially show our library staff our love 
and appreciation for ALL they do.  This 
year the Friends gave each staff member 
a coffee mug containing a $5.00 
Starbucks card and a heartfelt Thanks a 
Latte!   

 

A special thank you to Mary Brownlow 
and Susie Rawson for coordinating this 
opportunity for the Friends to recognize 
the outstanding staff we have and all they 
do to keep the library running smoothly, 
organizing wonderful new programs and 
activities which make our Corona Public 
Library a bright spot in our community. 

 

A recent conversation within the 
Friends Board has been, “Does 

anyone really read our newsletter?”  
Several people work to get this out a 

few times each year, but with so 
much technology available to all of us 

now, should we continue this 
newsletter? 

We are still from a time that we think 
newsletters are valuable tools to 

disseminate news about this 
organization.  We have approximately 

250 members of the Friends and 
we’d like to ask your help with this 

issue. 

If you are reading this article and this 
newsletter, we’d like to ask you to let 
us know.  You can do that my texting 
one simple word “read” to me.  Those 
who do so, will be put in a drawing for 
a gift basket.  We’d really appreciate 

your help.  

Terri Jaggers, V.P 
951-316-0018 

 

Newsletter, Yay or Nay?   
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The On the Go program is hosted at varying parks 

throughout the City of Corona on a drop-in basis. 

Regular hours and park rotations are scheduled each 

month, allowing patrons to stop by within that time to 

partake in themed activities, attend storytime in an 

outdoor setting, get active with our sporting 

equipment, register for library cards or other 

department services, check out or return library 

materials, sign up for the department newsletter, and 

obtain a plethora of information related to Community 

Services. 

2020-2021 At a Glance 

On the Go visited a total of 13 parks throughout the 

City of Corona last fiscal year, and a handful of 

special events. These park visits serviced at least 

690 patrons, providing memorable (and socially 

distanced!) park experiences while delivering literacy, 

activity, and fun! An additional 2250 residents of 

Corona interacted with On the Go at special events, 

such as the entertaining Halloweekend Drive-Thru 

Treat Trail, and festive Letter to Santa drive-thru 

event where holiday craft kits were distributed as 

“presents” to famillies.  

On the Go also supported various creative 

endeavours, such as the Agents of Discovery mobile 

app, the Parks For Pollinators global wildlife research 

campaign,  and the Corona Kindness Rocks project 

at Rock Vista Park.  
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Career Online High School allows 

prospective students 

to complete their 

high school diploma 

through an online 

course that includes 

a career technical 

education certificate 

in a career path of 

their choice. This 

program is in 

partnership with the 

California State Library, and is funded in part 

by the Friends of the Corona Public Library.  

We last held a graduation (the second ever!) in 

December of 2019. At that time, we had 6 

students who had completed the program that 

year, and 3 were able to attend our graduation 

ceremony. Of those 6 students, all but one had 

already found new employment or enrolled in 

college at the time of the ceremony.  

Since December 2019, we have had 5 students 

complete the online program, and 3 students 

are currently enrolled and on track to complete 

by the end of the calendar year.  

Spotlight on some the 

other Library programs 

that the Friends support.  
-Martin Villegas,  Library Specialist 
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Friends Make Things Fun! 

Thank you to all that joined us for our 
very first Virtual Trivia Night!   

On the evening of April 22, we held a 
Virtual Trivia Night in an effort to raise 
support for the Friends of the 
Library.  Sixteen teams of 3-6 
participants each joined us.  Some of the 
questions were challenging and everyone 
had fun with their guesses.  A thank you to 
Corona City Councilmember Wes Speake 
who assisted us with creating Local History 
questions.  A BIG thank you to Bobby 
Spiegel and the Corona Chamber Board 
for their donation of BurgeIM gift 
cards.  The top 3 winning teams won these 
but were not told about the prize until the 
conclusion of the event.   

 

Reading Colors Your World this summer with your 
Corona Public Library! We invite all ages to read, 
connect, and discover during Summer At Your Li-
brary (SAYL).  Attend an event, participate in a pro-
gram, and take the Summer Reading Challenge 
(SRC) to earn prizes! 
Another Friends sponsored event that everyone can 
participate in. There is a special category for Friends so 
next time you are in the Library, sign up, win prizes.  
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BookShop News 
Don’t Miss the Next Big Sale! 

Do you want to be 
aware of the next 
big sale at the 
Friends’ Book 
Shop? Sign up in 
the Friends’ 
BookShop next 
time  you are 
in. The BookShop 
has many sales and 
by signing up in the 
BookShop you will 
be one of the first to 
know about our 
sales. We also 
have a cart with 
“New Arrivals”. As 
we get donations and special collections 
in the BookShop we put those for sale on 
our “New Arrival” cart.  
 

 

Adopt A Book 
Have you ever wondered what to get that 
person who has everything? You can 
donate money through Adopt A Book and 
the Friends’ will match your donation. A 
book plate with their name will be placed 
in the books purchased with your 
donation. What a better way to honor, 
memorialize or gift a loved one. Forms 
can be found in the Friends‘ BookShop or 
on our website www. 
Friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com . 
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Sunshine & Shadows 
Recognizing Friends both Past and Present 

 

It is with great sadness that we mark the 
passing of Bookshop volunteers, Erika Letts 
and Jean Dixon, both worked at the sales 
desk.  Jean worked every Friday morning for 
a very long time, and Erika worked an 
afternoon shift. We all will miss their sunny 
dispositions and their welcoming 
personalities.  

June Birthdays: 
Dorie Stacey 
Ed Armijo 
 
July Birthdays: 
Lee Hanson 
Becky Vasels 
Joyce Lyon 
Gretchen Doughty 
David Valenzuela 
 
 
 

August Birthdays: 
Kimberly Nguyen 
Beth Bloechle 
Jan Armijo 
Ingrid Wicken 
Penny Parish 
Sharon Born 
 
Sept. Birthdays: 
John Bloechle 
Amy Cao 
Kathleen Wright 
Teresa Hollings 



 

MEMBERSHIP  
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August is “Boomers Making a Difference 

Month.”  Do your part and be a Friend. 

Hello From The Membership Corner!! 
 
Our Annual Memberships are due by June 30th, 
2021  We will be running a Membership raffle for any 
new and renewing Memberships that the Friends of 
the Corona Public Library receive between June 15, 
2021 thru June 30, 2021. 
 
1st.  place prize, A fun Friends of the Corona Public 
Library T-shirt. (especially for you, just let us know 
your size.) 
2nd. place prize, A Friends of Corona Public Library 
Embroidered face mask. 
3rd.  place prize, A $2.00 gift certificate off a $5.00 
purchase. 
Just a little hint, you may want to make sure you are 
a current member so that you will be invited to the 
Friends Annual meeting that will be held in August at 
a special new location!!! 
 

Please join me in welcoming our New Friends 
Members:  

February: Anne T. 
March: Jared G., Bill G. 
April: Mary B., Chalene D., Samuel F., Dorothy K., 
Michael S., Doris W., Peggy W., Freeman Y. 
May: Giselle G., Sheila O. 
 
Also joining us are our New Volunteers: 
Giselle G., Soo-ji S., Perveen A., and Paula M. 

Thank you and Welcome Aboard!  
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Friends of  the Library 

President: Kathy Wright 

Vice-President: Terri Jaggers 

Secretary: Robin Hoklotubbe 

Treasurer: Gretchen Doughty 

Members-At-Large: 

ENewsletter Editor: Dottie Laird 

Adopt-a-Book, BookShop Liai-

son: Jan Armijo 

Fundraising: Susie Rawson 

Membership: Jacquelyn Young 

and Beverly Smallwood 

Recognition: Laura Seltzer:  

Communication: Mary Brownlow 

 

 

 

 

Do you shop on Amazon? Your purchase 

can automatically benefit the Friends of 

the Library. 

When you shop, go to: 

Www.smile.amazon.com and choose 

Friends of the Corona Public Library as 

the charity, Amazonsmile uses your 

regular account. Amazon will donate a 

portion of your purchase price to us. 

 

If you haven’t grabbed a free copy yet, 

grab a Bookpage and get all the 

latest in new book reviews. The 

Friends provide this great service and 

it can be found throughout the Library. 

You might not think these three Golden Books 

are collectibles, but they are. They are valued at 

approximately $7.00 apiece on 

Bookfinders.com, but we are selling all three for 

$10.00. Look for these and other collectibles in 

the glass case across from the Bookshop or in 

the “Collectibles and Old Books” section of the 

Bookshop. There are some really great finds. 

 Out the Collectibles in the Bookshop. 


