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Dear Friends of the Corona Public Library, 

 

June is in full bloom and with the temperatures rising I know summer is officially around the corner.  
June 30th is the end of the fiscal year for the Friends and the end of my two-year term as President.  It 
is the perfect time to look back on what has been accomplished and reflect on the successes and plan 
for the next term. 

 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as the Friends President.  The time has gone by so 
quickly!  It seems like just yesterday I was asked by another Board Member what my goals were and 
after a moment of what must have appeared as a “deer in the headlights”, out came the five key words 
that have guided us the past two years. 

•Membership – Our number of members have increased!  This year alone we have added over 90+ 
new members! 

•Support – We have provided close to $100,000 in programs for the library; thousands of hours of 
volunteer time; and nearly $200,000 in BookShop and Internet sales. 

•Literacy – Our Books for Babies Program is ready to go providing all newborn babies at Corona 
Regional Hospital with their first book and library card (plus a coupon for a free book at the BookShop 
to add to their home library.)  Literacy programs have been a priority of the Friends when supporting the 
library. 

•Community Outreach – We have tried to be out and about in the community, spreading the word 
about our wonderful library and all the ways the Friends support it.  We still need to do more in this 
area.  Wouldn’t it be great if everyone living in Corona knew we had a fantastic library and had been 
inside it at least once during the year?   

•Involvement – The Friends Board members have been very active and supportive of all Friends-
sponsored library events.  We have tried to recognize our Friends for the hours they contribute to the 
library, the BookShop and to the overall success of our organization. 

 

These words may have been “my goals”, but the entire Friends Board has supported them.  We 
wouldn’t have had such a successful last two years without their energy, creativity and enthusiasm for 
their roles and especially for continuing to make the Friends a highly successful organization.  So I 
extend a special thank you to each of them for all they have done!  And, last, but definitely not least, a 
heartfelt thank you to each of you, our special Friends who have supported the Friends organization 
through participation in our events, donations of books and other materials, volunteering in the 
BookShop and supporting the BookShop through visits and purchases!  To paraphrase Charlotte’s 
words to Wilbur, “You have been a FRIEND, that in itself is a tremendous thing.” (With sincere 
apologies to E.B. White!) 

 

Thank you for a wonderfully successful past two years and your tremendous support! 

 

Fondly, 

Kathy Wright 

 

 

President, Friends of the Corona Public Library 



 

It’s that time again!!  After another highly successful year for the Friends of the 

Library, members of the Friends are invited to attend the 2018 Friend’s Annual 

Meeting scheduled on Thursday,  July 26, 2018 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the Corona 

Public Library.   

We will begin with a brief business meeting in the area across from the Teen Room 

during which the 2018-2019 Friends’ Budget along with Bylaw and Policy 

amendments will be presented for approval, and the Year End Report, Impact 

Statement and By The Numbers will be presented for review.  

After the business portion of the meeting, we will proceed to the Teen Room where, if 

it is your pleasure you can enjoy a glass of wine before a delicious meal provided by 

Corona’s own Food Runners.  The menu includes a variety of sliders:  pork, pizza, 

beef and chicken, plus beans, and a variety of salads:  fruit, green and potato.  The 

meeting will proceed with the installation of officers, special awards and recognition, 

Friend of the Year announcement and a door prize drawing. 

Attendance at the Annual Meeting is free of charge for all Friends members, but it is 

extremely important to RSVP by signing up at the BookShop or by calling and leaving 

a message in the Friends’ office as soon as possible, so that we have an accurate 

head count for the purpose of ordering enough food for all.   The Friends office 

telephone number is (951) 279-6604. 

Annual Meetings are always a lot of fun and very informative.  Now, “orange you glad 

you are a Friend of the Library?”  See you there!! 

"Find a group of people (the FRIENDS of the CORONA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY) who challenge and inspire you; spend 
a lot of time with them, and it will change your life."  
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"A good friend is like a four-leaf clover; 

hard to find and lucky to have." 

 

One can search for a long time to find a FRIEND as wonderful as Jan Armijo, 

currently the Treasurer and BookShop Operations Liaison for the Friends of the 

Corona Public Library.  Jan has served 

as Treasurer on the Friends Board for 

seven years.  She began in this position 

filling in when a vacancy occurred and 

has continued now through three terms.  

Jan has truly been an excellent 

gatekeeper of the Friends monies – 

accounting for every penny, monitoring 

the funds and making sure that 

expenditures fit within the mission and 

purpose of the Friends organization.  We 

are sorry to see her tenure end as our 

treasurer, but in true form she has found 

a successor who will continue to do the job thoroughly and conscientiously.  Jan will 

remain an active member of the Friends and in the BookShop for which we consider 

ourselves extremely lucky.  The Friends Board will miss Jan, but want to thank her 

for her 7 years of dedication, serving the Board, the Friends organization, and 

supporting the library.  We are so lucky to know her and count her as our FRIEND! 
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The Friends are extremely thankful to the Corona Public Library’s Trustees this year for their 
support, encouragement and dedication to the library and the work of the Friends.  This year we can 
boast and say - - - 

• All five Trustees are currently members of the Friends!   

• Two members worked diligently on the Ladders and Linguine Committee.  

• All Trustees attended Ladders and Linguine event and sponsored a table.   

• Two Trustees joined members from the Friends Board at the annual Serving With A 
Purpose Conference in Ontario learning from other Trustee and Friends groups within the 
state.   

• The majority of the Trustees also took a detailed tour of the BookShop and learned all about 
the steps it takes to get a donated book from the bin inside the front door to the shelves of 
the BookShop.  They also were provided a history of the Friends of the Library and the 
successes celebrated in our BookShop.   

• Most of the Friends Board Meetings have had a 
Trustee as a guest to hear first hand about our plans, 
concerns and successes.   

 

We would like to say a heartfelt THANK You to Don 

Williamson, (Chair), Anna Corriddi Meza (Vice Chair), Connie 

Newhan, Wes Speake, and Alex Spitz for their support this 

year.  What an amazing group!  

 

Don Williamson, current Trustee chairman, is having his 
“jersey” retired (or in this case, his CPL Trustee shirts) at the 
end of June.  If you know Don Williamson at all, you know he is 
100% dedicated to several things  (not necessarily in this 
order) – the Corona Public Library, his family, baseball, 
especially the Angels, his hometown (Corona) and its history.  
It is not easy to be so dedicated when there are only 7 days in 
a week!   

 

Don has served on the Corona Public Library Trustee Board for six years.  We thank him for his 
service in all aspects of the library’s operation and his willingness to spread the word in the 
community about the library and the Friends.  We hope to still see him at Friends events when he 
isn’t basking in the sun at Angel Stadium, or rallying for a cause in Corona.  Thank you Don 
Williamson for all you have given to the Corona Public Library and the Friends – we’ll miss you! 



From the beach or your back yard, reading can take you everywhere with the Corona 
Public Library’s Summer Reading Program (SRP).  Initially developed to help prevent 
“summer slide” in K-12 students between school years, the SRP has been expanded 
to promote a love of reading regardless of age or reading ability.  The library 
advocates all reading as good reading and encourages readers to set their own 
reading and literacy goals over the summer.   

This year’s SRP theme is Reading Takes You Everywhere. The Kick-off Party was at 

the Library on Friday, June 1
st
 at 5 p.m. Attendees could register for their reading 

passport and begin earning their incentives right away.  The summer will be packed 

with more opportunities through a wide variety of reading, events, and programs.  

The complete Summer Reading Program schedule and guidelines are available 

online at www.CoronaCA.gov/SAYL. The program will wrap up July 28 and all 

participants who complete the program will get a ticket 

to the Finishers’ Party.  

While local and regional businesses offer incentives for 

program participants, the largest sponsor Summer at 

Your Library activities is the Friends of the Library.  The 

funding provided by the Friends of the Library allows 

staff to offer the following programs and events this 

summer:  Maker Mondays; Family Sensory-Friendly 

Movies; Tuesday “Learning Fun” interactive programs; 

Foreign Film Festival; LaRS on the Go in the Parks; expanded weekly storytimes; a 

Musical Workshop, and the Finishers’ Party to wrap up the whole summer.   

All ages and abilities are welcome to participate in Reading Takes You Everywhere.  

THAT MEANS YOU, TOO!  Follow the link above or stop at the registration booth at 

the Library next time you’re in and register.  Enjoy a wonderful summer of reading and 

thank you for all you do for the Corona Public Library and the City of Corona! 

Summer Reading Program “Reading Takes 

You Everywhere” June 1 – July 28 

http://www.CoronaCA.gov/SAYL


Bouchercon, an annual convention of mystery writers, readers and fans, has 

announced their latest Shamus Award nominees for works published in 2017.  

Congratulations to past Friends of the Corona Public Library Author Lunch 

panelists T. Jefferson Parker and Matt Coyle and future author lunch panelist Matt 

Goldman on their Shamus Award nominations! The winners will be announced at 

the PWA Banquet at St. Petersburg, Florida, September 6-9, 2018.  

There are several ways to donate to the Friends of the Corona Library.  One of the 
easiest is to utilize Amazon Smile which is a simple and automatic way to donate 

every time you shop on Amazon, and at no cost to you!! 
Amazon, a charity minded organization will donate a portion of the purchase price 
to your favorite non-profit…in this case…the Friends of the Corona Public Library!! 
To sign up for Amazon Smile, simply sign in to smile.amazon.com on your laptop 

or tablet or even your mobile phone browser.  Go to “Your Account” from the 

navigation at the top of any page and then select the option to “Change Your 

Charity”.  Then, select the Friends of the Corona Public Library as the charity of 

your choice.   

http://smile.amazon.com/
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Joyce Lyon, Ed Armijo and Russ Marshall  

 

Russ Marshall has been a volunteer since 2005 and is always 
helpful with our quarterly sales.  He willingly sets up and tears 
down, helps weekly with shipping of our internet sales, 
handles large donations and is always willing to help where 
needed. 

Jackie Young has been a volunteer since 2016 and has 
"stepped up" and taken on several tasks with the Friends 
bookshop. She does pricing and stocking of paperback fiction; 
training new volunteers in stocking the shelves; as well as 
stocking the shelves whenever she has spare time.  She works 
shifts at the bookshop desk and is willing to help wherever 

Shirley Kirkendall, Jackie Young, Ed 

Armijo and  Sharon Born 

 

Donna Teeter has been a volunteer since 2014 and has 
taken on the weekly stocking of Adopt-A-Book adult and 
children's books. She also stocks children's non fiction as 
well as hardback fiction.  Donna has definitely "stepped 
up: to help out. 

 

Without such loyal and caring volunteers our bookshop would not operate as smoothly as it 
does. The bookshop operations committee would like to thank all the volunteers for                               

their dedicated hours spent 

Jackie Young, David Valenzuela, Ed Armijo, 

Donna Teeter, Bob Lancaster 

The Friends Bookshop Committee acknowledges three volunteers this month for 
putting in "extra effort" and "stepping up" in the bookshop. 



  

As some of you know, Friends members, staff, and Trustees recently attended the annual Serving with a 
Purpose conference in the Ontario Convention Center. One of the highlights of the day is sharing with folks 
from other libraries. During that time, Corona always gets to make the jaw-dropping pronouncement that 
our Friends of the Library, through its book shop and internet sales, adopt-a-book, Legacy Path bricks, and 
other efforts generates more than $100,000 in revenue annually. It’s a consistent source of pride—not so 
much in boasting (though, there may be a twinge of it), but that we are astounded at the commitment of our 
Friends, who give heart and soul to make those activities successful. More importantly, they do so solely to 
meet the mission of “supporting our Library in providing the best programs, services, materials and 
experience for Library visitors.” 

 

In days of economic difficulty when the Library was faced with budgetary shortfalls, the Friends have 
consistently stepped forward to provide generously for the programs that were at risk of being cut or 
eliminated. There were years when the only items added to the collection were paid for by the Friends. In 
other years, they paid for databases, funded new programs, brought music into the library. 

 

This year and next are no different. For fiscal year 2018-19, the Friends of the Corona Public Library have 
budgeted more than $54,000 to the Summer Reading Program including performances, movies, program 
software, printed materials, and the shirts worn by staff. The Friends also paid for scholarships for those 
wanting to go back to school to earn a High School diploma, activities like the Lego Contest, the Adult 
Reading Challenge to encourage local adults to read more, teen events like a Murder Mystery and author 
visits. They also fund a slew of StoryTime activities, book clubs, and have, for several years, allowed us to 
host Star Wars Day. None of these would be possible without the hard work and generosity of our Friends. 

 

As we move into fiscal year 2018-19, the Library was faced with additional General Fund cuts. We, again, 
have had to rely upon our Friends to help make up the shortfall. Again, the Friends responded generously. 
This year’s allocation of $57,000 will provide all Summer Reading Program activities, more musical events, 
International Games Day, weekly StoryTimes, and our annual Talent Show. Further, our Library On the Go 
vehicle, which takes the library information and activities all over Corona is funded by the Friends. They 
also pay for the McNaughton Book lease, which allows us to lease books rather than buy them. This keeps 
the collection of new books as contemporary as the New York Times Bestsellers list and enables us to 
acquire and return books to meet the changing demand of patrons. This year, the Friends will also buy 
flash drives for Corona’s very popular Heritage Room, wherein the history of Corona is commemorated 
catalogued, digitized, and archived. 

 

The Friends have many times come to the Library’s aid. It seems second-nature for them, literally, to save 
programs and activities and to do so extravagantly--to the tune of nearly $6,000,000 through its 54-year 
history. 

 

Dinah Washington ends her 1959 Grammy winning song: “What a difference a day makes and the 
difference is you.” That sounds a familiar chord as we consider the impact the Friends of the Corona Public 
Library, established just five years after Ms. Washington won her Grammy, have had on the Corona Public 
Library for more than five decades. Thus, as I whistle the familiar tune, the words that come to mind vary 
slightly: “What a difference the friends make, it’s everything you do!” 

David Montgomery-Scott 

Library and Recreation Services Director 



 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

 The Friends of the Corona Public Library are happy to announce that our goal of 60 new 
members for the 2017-2018 year has been surpassed!  This year we have welcomed 86 new 
members!  Thank you to all the Friends that volunteered to achieve this goal.  Thank you to the 
new members willing to be apart of such a dedicated group known for its contribution to the library. 

 The Friends would also like to keep the existing memberships going too by encouraging 
renewal.  On that note, it's that time again to renew your membership during the Friends' Annual 
Membership Renewal Campaign!  The Friends are a primary source of funding for Corona Public 
Library programs and special requests and that could only be made possible by committed and 
generous members such as yourselves.  Thank you for your contributions this year and in years 
past that has led to the library's much needed materials and enhancements.  These are just some 
of the ways by which our beloved library is kept current and the community is encouraged to utilize 
its resources.  Of course, this is an ongoing process as to why the Friends encourage membership 
renewal. 

 May the Friends take a moment to remind you of the following perks that come with your 
membership:  

A 50% discount on the first Saturday of the month on most items in the Bookshop. 

Otherwise, a 10% discount remains in effect.  

Another benefit growing in participation, the ticketed events that provide meet and greet 
opportunities with best selling authors. 

(These authors' best sellers have been available for purchase and signing onsite exclusively to 
ticket holders during the event only.)   

Priority communication via e-blasts and newsletters keep our members up-to-date regarding 
upcoming events. 

(The advance notice is to your advantage in order to meet deadlines and limited seating that are 
sometimes imposed.)   

Members are also invited to attend the annual meeting to hear about the Friends' successful 
year and plans for the rapidly approaching new year.  Come and enjoy the festivities! 

All of which is accessible to you through membership with the Friends of the Corona Public Library.  
So renew today by mail, in person, or via PayPal by June 30, 2018. 
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Friends of the Library Board 

President: Kathy Wright 

Vice-President: Mary Brownlow 

Secretary: Susie Rawson 

Treasurer: Jan Armijo 

 

Members-At-Large: 

Deanna Maxell, Newsletter Editor 

Amy Taupule, Membership, Adopt-a-Book 

Robin Hoklotubbe, Author Programs 

Terri Jaggers, Ladders & Linguini chairperson 



Purchase any one of the collectible books in the Glass Case, and 

take  

$2.00 off 

Presents this coupon at the Bookshop Desk 

Offer good until September 1, 2018 

Help Wanted 

Volunteer needed to work every other 

week 6-8:45 at the Friends’ 

Bookshop Desk. Work in a active, 

stimulating environment, meeting 

people and sometimes  discussing 

good books. 

Must be able to make change, like 

people, and pass a volunteer 

background check.  

Interested parties call the Friends’ 

Office at 951.279-6604 or inquire at 

the Bookshop Desk. 

You will be supporting the Corona 

Public Library by helping raise funds 

for programs and Library materials 

Open Friends Board Position 
 

At the Annual Meeting, the new slate of Friends 
Board of Directors will be voted upon for the next two

-year term (2018-2020).  We are still looking for a 
Member-At-Large to work with Community Outreach.  

The goal of this position is to help get the name of 
the Friends out in the community along with what we 

do and how we support our library.   

 

Previous efforts have been attendance at community 
events with Friends promotional materials, such as 
Concerts in the Park and as guest speakers at local 

service organization meetings.  If you might be 
interested in serving as the Member-At-Large or on 

the committee please contact Kathy Wright at 
allwright91552@gmail.com or at (661) 993-3842.  

We would love to have you join us! 

Summer, 2018 

We will start collecting gently used or new purses that are 

filling your closets starting Saturday!  We will have a Purse-

A- Palooza in Saturday, November 10, 9 a.m. at the library. 

We are also collecting wallets, men’s or women’s to be 

included in this sale. 

We are in the planning stages at the moment, but we will 

send out an email blast either the end of June or early July.  

We will have collection boxes at various businesses within 

the city, and those will be specified then. Tell your friends 

and family to donate also. 

mailto:allwright91552@gmail.com

