Friends of Corona Public Library
An Electronic newsletter published for the members of the Friends of CPL
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Dear Friends,
Fall is here and I certainly hope cooler temperatures are coming soon! Thank you to
the Friends who were able to attend the Annual Meeting held virtually this year.
There was lots of information shared and even some fun! The Annual Meeting gives
us a chance to reflect on our accomplishments of the past year and share some of
the plans for the upcoming year. The Friends year was cut short by the pandemic
and closure of the library, but we haven’t let that stop us. The new Board has begun
planning ways we can safely get books into the hands of our community, encourage
membership to the Friends, and continue to support the library. You may not see us
in person but you will find us in unexpected places.
By the time we are back in the library, hopefully, you will see our major donation for
2019-2020 the renovation of the Children’s Room. The plans are exciting providing
more room and visibility in the well-used Children’s Room. The goal is to make the
Children’s Room more accessible for all the children, parents and family members
from shelving to new age-appropriate furniture and spaces. The Friends provided
the funding for new furniture and the remodeling of shelving.
Each year there is a week in October where we take time to thank and celebrate our
Friends of the Library. Usually we have BookShop specials, giveaways, and
contests to show our appreciation. We still feel this way even though we won’t be
able to share our appreciation in the ways we have in the past. Watch for some
special recognition during the week of October 18 – 24.
We, the Friends Board, are excited about the year ahead. We can’t wait to see you
in person, but until that time, watch for email blasts and we hope you will look for
ways to support the Friends and the library! Stay safe and healthy!
Fondly,
Kathy Wright
President, Friends of the Corona Public Library
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FRIENDS OF THE CORONA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Impact Statement
2019 – 2020

The Friends aspire to make a positive impact on the Corona Public Library by promoting the
following Focus Goals:
Membership - Support - Literacy - Community Outreach - Involvement
Library Programs supported by the Friends
-Summer at Your Library Reading Program

-Teen Programs and Events
-Children’s Programs
-Holiday Music Program (December 2019)
-Maker’s Exchange
-Children’s Room Renovation
-LARS On-the-Go

-Star Wars Event
-Community Events (Halloweekend, City Tree Lighting)
Purchases made by the Friends for the Library
-Weekly Maintenance of the aquarium and additional fish
-Additional copies of books prior to author events

-Pages Monthly News
-Monthly Calendar of Library events and programs
BookShop and Friends Volunteers (July 1, 2019 – March 17, 2020)
•

BookShop Sales = $53,248.10

Internet Sales

•

TOTAL SALES

•

Number of Volunteers = 63

= $8,648.28

•

Number of volunteer hours = 6918 hours

= $61,896

•

Value of Volunteer Time = $175,924.74

Adopt-A-Books
Donations = $830.50
•

TOTAL $ Matched by Friends = $1,611.00
• Equals approximately 84 – 85 new books for the library
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Grants, Awards and Donations
•Rotary Club (Fridays at Noon) = $500
•All American Asphalt = $5,000
*Ralphs, Amazon Smiles = $25.66
*Vending Machine = $454.43
*Opportunity Baskets = $605.40
*Trust Income = $7,393.14
Highlights of the Friends Year 2019 – 2020
Hosted the Friends Annual Meeting, August 2019
Attended the Library Volunteer Dinner, Trustees Meetings, and Volunteer Orientations

Highlighted Library Programs at Friends Board Meetings
Reached out to our community at events such as the Summer Music Series, Halloweekend, Holiday
Tree Lighting, Star Wars, and other library programs
Holiday Music Program
Hosted successful Author Events featuring award winning writers of varied genre
Words with Wine July 2019 with Larry Loftis
Book Bingo 16 Current Authors and Luncheon October 2019
Author Heather Morris, The Tattooist of Auschwitz
•

Celebrated National Friends of the Library Week – October 2019

Hosted the Friends Board Strategic Planning Retreat
BookShop Sales/Trainings
Recognition of BookShop Volunteer birthdays

Training for new volunteers
Attended BookShop Operations Committee Meetings and Volunteer Orientation Meetings to recruit new volunteers
Sponsored the Annual Holiday Dinner for BookShop Volunteers
Updated the Website
Newsletters – 3 eNewsletters were written and distributed
Active Facebook pages promoting events, sales, reading and libraries
•

Held our third successful Ladders and Linguine Dinner and Fundraiser, February 2020
•

Presented programs on the Friends, had displays at Good Morning

•

Increased number of Friends serving on committees and continued with opportunity baskets at special events raising over $800.

•

CNUSD New Teacher bags – to include a one-year free membership for all teachers new to the district

Special Benefits for Friends Members
-Membership fees are tax deductible
-Special sales for members in BookShop (1st Saturday of each month)
-Annual Meeting and Dinner
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This year, the Friend of the Year is a
person who has been volunteering since
2017 and has almost 600 hours of
volunteer time in the BookShop.
She has volunteered her time in
stocking, organizing, helping set up sales
carts and doing whatever else she is
asked to do around the shop. She is
instrumental in helping Becky Vasels in
the fine arts section. She is always
willing to stay extra hours or come in
extra if there is a need. She is a devoted
and reliable person and a very important
addition to the Friends. We honor today
Sharon Born as Friend of the Year. 2019
-2020.
Congratulations Sharon we are lucky to
have you on our team.
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Friends volunteers are asked to “volunteer” at least 8 hours a month. Many of the Friends
volunteers give more than that each month. We like to recognize those volunteers who have put in
above and beyond the number of hours. This year the closure in the library and BookShop cut back
the number of hours our volunteers could offer. The Friends Board likes to recognize our special
volunteers with the “$10,000 Grand Award” – because all our volunteers are worth their weight in
gold, we really appreciate these who give even more of their time and energy. These volunteers
volunteered over 100 hours between July 1, 2019 and March 17, 2020.
In previous years these volunteers earning this award receive a $10,000 Grand candy bar. This
year, Vice President Terri Jaggers made special Friends face masks and had them embroidered
with “Friends of the Library” on the front. Each of these volunteers received one.

Carol Ackerman
Ed Armijo
Jan Armijo
John Bloechle

Beth Bloechle
Sharon Born
Amy Cao
Nicole Duff
Lee Hansen
Teresa Holling
Pat Hopkins
Terri Jaggers
Shirley Kirkendall
Dottie Laird
Carmen Loera

Russ Marshall
Lynda Scott
Beverly Smallwood
David Valenzuela
Ingrid Wicken
Kathy Wright
Jacquelyn Young
A heartfelt Thank You to each of these volunteers for the time and energy they gave to the Friends,
their events, the BookShop and our library!
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Our Friends are all wonderful! We have Friends who support our organization by
becoming members and buying books in the BookShop, We have Friends who
volunteer in so many ways. We want to highlight two very special Friends, Lynda
Scott and Russ Marshall.
Lynda has been an active volunteer since 2003 and Russ since 2005. Lynda
was once the BookShop Manager and put into place many procedures that still
keep our BookShop running smoothly today. When we heard people talking
about “the decline of book sales” in the age of the Internet, Lynda decided we
should try to sell our books online.
She spearheaded this venture and
has helped to earn thousands of
dollars each year for the
BookShop. Russ has worked
closely to assist and make this
venture successful. Both Lynda
and Russ put in hundreds of hours
each year and have seen online
sales change. They have trained
others to help with the work.
With Covid-19 and the quarantine
our sales were put on pause for several months. As soon as library staff began
to return Lynda and Russ asked if they might return following the library’s safety
precautions. In the three months since their return we have had over $3,900 in
sales. Lynda and Russ go through the previously donated materials to find the
books that will sell online via Amazon.

Click on the link below to support and shop for our books for sale on Amazon.
Our Amazon store is at: amazon.com/shops/coronafriends.
We thank Lynda and Russ for their dedication, expertise, and the time they give
so generously to online sales, to the BookShop’s operation, and the Friends. We
would not be as successful as we are and accomplish as much as we do without
them!
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Corona Public Library: Update on Services
...Abbie Lenning
Asst Director, Library & Recreation Services,
City of Corona

Riverside County has advanced to the Red Tier in the State of California’s Blueprint for
a Safer Economy. Libraries are instructed to use the retail model
for restoring services. The Red Tier allows for a 50% occupancy
with safety precautions in place and modifications to support the
same. For more information on the Blueprint, follow this link:
https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
Occupancy is now 101 for the main level of the library. This
number includes staff, volunteers, and patrons. To allow the
Friends to return to work on-site, we are opening the lower level to
volunteers and staff, with a capacity of 8. At this point, a date for
the resumption of acceptance of donations is yet to be determined.

Continued in this tier are Click, Park, and Pick-Up (CP&P) and Service by
Appointment. With school beginning we expanded CP&P. Hours of operation and
services are as follows:
Click, Park, & Pick-Up: Monday – Saturday, 11 am – 4:30 pm
Service by Appointment: Mondays/Saturdays, 11 am – 3 pm

CP&P is well used and seems to be where the community is most comfortable
accessing materials. In addition, with Friends of the Library funding, we have started a
Library by Mail service for seniors and homebound. Up to two materials may be
checked out and sent via mail to your home. The items are sent in a reusable bag
and, when ready for a new round of reading, return your items along with the request
to the library via USPS. Access information about this service here ( https://
www.coronaca.gov/about-us/library/adults ) or call (951) 736-2384.
We continue to quarantine items returned in the community room for 96 hours before
making them available to the community. In addition, staff continue to work in teams
at this point to allow for social distancing, with one group in M, W, F and another T, Th,
Sat.
Finally, content and information can be found at CoronaCa.gov/Library, on our
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts.
Submitted by Abigail Lenning

Oct/Nov, 2020 page eight

What’s For Sale on Amazon.com
It is possible to see what the Friends of the Corona Public Library have for sale on Amazon and one of
the easiest ways to get there is by going to your favorite search engine, say Google and type in
coronafriends@amazon.com. When the search results come up click on that link.

Type this address into
Google or your favorite
search engine.
Link to click on.

The page comes up
and looks like this.

Make sure it says
CoronaFriends in front
of the search box. Now
either browse, or type
in what you are looking
for.

Your search results look like
this. Just be sure that the “buy”
box says “Ships from and sold
by CoronaFriends.”
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Amazon Smile
There are many ways to help support the Friends of
Corona Public Library and one of them is to purchase
items from Amazon at no extra cost to you.
•

•

•

Go to smileamazon.com and pick the non profit organization,
“Friends of Corona Public Library” and Amazon will pay a portion
of your purchases to Friends of Corona Public Library.
You purchase the same kinds of things you always do at the
Amazon cost and Amazon sends a percentage of your purchase
prize to the non-profit you designated, in this case, “Friends of the
Corona Public Library.”
It is as simple as that. If you are shopping online already with
Amazon, go to smileamazon.com and pick the Friends of Corona
Public Library as your non- profit organization and with the click of
a button, and no extra cost to you, the Friends receive a donation.
Thank you in advance for helping our non- profit organization.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS...

Friends of the Library Are Here to Help!!!
A Message from your Friends’ Membership Committee Dear Fellow members:
COVID-19 has been a severe test for everyone, and the Friends of Corona Public
Library would like to help you through this crisis.

The annual membership renewals were due in June 2020. But due to the Covid-19
pandemic we have extended all annual Friends memberships, which means we have
extended all memberships that expired in June 2020.
As a reminder the membership benefits include: Loyalty cards, Quarterly newsletter.
Event discounts (Authors events, Ladders and Linguini, special events), 50% off the
first Saturday of the month for members, as well as 10% off daily sales in the
Bookshop to members.
During the month of October, we will hold our Annual Friends Membership Renewal
Drive:
National Friends of the Library week, October 18th thru October 24th 2020, will kick off
the membership renewal drive.
The first 10 members to renew during the National Friends of the Library week
(10/18/20 thru 10/24/2020), will be entered in a drawing to win a handmade, one-of-akind Friends face mask ……
Other prizes during our Membership Drive will be:
1st Place winner will have a Private 30-minute Bookshop in store Shopping Spree…
2nd Place winner will receive a Library tote bag with general fiction and mystery books
and more!
3rd Place winner will receive a “Handmade Embroidered Friends of the Library
exclusive one of a kind face mask”
Please note: The Friends renewal membership drive will continue through the month
ending October 30th, 2020. And for an added bonus any annual
renewals during this time October 2020, will receive membership
extended through June 2022. So please keep the memberships
coming.
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MEMBERSHIP CONT... WE NEVER STOP
The Friends of the Corona Public Library have been working hard during the
pandemic. We have continued to support our library by having: virtual monthly Board
meetings; Our first-time zoom Annual meeting held August 27th; Annual Summer
Reading Programs and events; Assisted LARS with on the go; Assisted with
Curbside Click and Pick Up and Internet book sales have been ongoing.

Upcoming events:
•

November Grab and Go Book Sale.

•

Guess who is Behind that Mask Contest

•

COVID Coping letters

You can learn more about these special events coming up at
http://www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/
Many members have asked about donating money to the Friends of the Corona
Public Library. Go to www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/ and click on the
Donate tab and go down to the bottom of the page and click on the donate button.
Please stay safe through this COVID-19 crisis and Thank You for your continued
support, now as always. We couldn’t do this without you.
Respectfully,

Jacquelyn Young and Beverly Smallwood
CO-Chair Membership
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In our last newsletter, we explained what a HUGE success our 2020 L & L was.
We profited just a few dollars short of $22,000 which ALL will be used for the
renovation of the Children's Room.
As we start to look forward to planning for 2021, we are seriously considering
pushing the event back a few months, maybe into April or May. We want everyone
to feel safe and stay healthy even if some “lockdowns”
have been lifted.

Ladders and Linguine has been an event for close to 10 years and we hope you
will stick with us no matter when we hold it. Look for more information in upcoming
newsletters, our Facebook and through our website. THANKS for your continued
support.
Terri S. Jaggers
Friends VP and L & L Chairperson
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Adopt-a-Book

The Friends are collecting donations of
$10.00 or more through our Adopt- A-Book
program in memory of Tacy Bensiek who
passed away in March 2020.
Tacy believed in our Adopt-A-Book program and the
impact new books have on our community and the
Library.
Tacy was a founding member of the Friends and was
instrumental in what we have become today. Tacy was a
long time volunteer, mentor, board member , Library
Trustee and Friend of Friends of the Corona Public
Library. She is truly missed.
Once all donations come in, the Friends will match your
donations and present the Library with a check to
purchase new books in Tacy’s memory with a bookplate
from her friends.
Send your donation to:
Friends of Corona Public Library
P O Box 1892
Corona Ca 92879
Mention that your donation is in memory of Tacy
Bensiek.
For more information on Adopt-a-Book, check out the
Friends’ website at
www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com

Friends of the Library Board
President: Kathy Wright

Members-At-Large:

Vice-President: Terri Jaggers

Dottie Laird: ENewsletter Editor

Secretary: Robin Hoklotubbe

Jan Armijo: Adopt-a-Book, Bookshop Liaison

Treasurer: Gretchen Doughty

Susie Rawson-Fundraising
Jacqueline Young and Beverly Smallwood: Membership
Laura Seltzer: Recognition
Mary Brownlow: Communication
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